
Ground Water
Water Beneath the Surface







Groundwater Facts (from NGWA (ngwa.org)

• Hydrologists estimate, according to the National Geographic Society, 
U.S. groundwater reserves to be at least 33,000 trillion gallons.

• The United States uses 82.3 billion gallons per day of fresh 
groundwater (2015)

• Most groundwater is used for irrigation.

• Adequate time is needed to allow replenishment of underlying 
groundwater reservoirs (aquifers); this must be properly managed.

• The Illinois water table generally occurs about 20 feet below the 
surface.
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Tatio Geysers, 
Antofagasta Province, 
Chile



Tatio Geysers, 
Antofagasta Province, 
Chile



Lassen Volcanic National Park, 
Mineral, California











Trends in groundwater levels observed between 1949 and 2009. Negative (red/orange) indicates 
decline in groundwater level, while positive (blue) indicates a rise in groundwater level. Source: 
Columbia Water Center















Speleothems













Aquiclude Aquifer Artesian Well

Cavern Geyser Groundwater

Hot Springs Karst Topography Permeability

Porosity Sinkhole Spring

Stalactite Stalagmite Water Table

Zone of Aeration Zone of Saturation
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