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Volcanism 
Description of Model 2: Volcanism 

Volcanism produces many landforms including the volcano. Volcanic activity is caused by the internal heat 

of our planet which melts rocks that then travel to the surface. There are three main types of volcanos: 

shield, composite and cinder cone. They each have different characteristics. When magma solidifies 

beneath the surface plutons are formed. There are four of these: batholith, laccolith, sill and dike and you 

should be able to identify each of these structures. 

  
from Geology from Models Study Guide by Robert B. Lewis 



 
Volcanism Find each feature on the model and write the number of the feature in the table below. 

Answer the questions below. 

 

Feature Number Feature Name 

 Caldera 

 Conduit 

 Crater 

 Dike 

 Laccolith 

 Series of Cinder Cones 

 Sill 

 Composite Volcano 

 

 

1. What is the difference between a sill and a dike? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What is the difference between a caldera and a crater? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the difference between a laccolith and a batholith? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What is the difference between a cinder cone and a composite cone? 
 

 

 

 

5. Where in the United.States would you most likely find a volcano? 
 


